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CONEIDENTIAL6612 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BMEP, LI 

SUBJECT: COMMERCIAL INQUIRY 
REF: STATE 235432 

1. EMB INTERPRETS REETEL AS ASKING EMBASSY’S ADVICE ON 
WHETHER OR NOT U.S. EIRM SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT 
BRIBE GOL MINISTER AND WHETHER OR NOT, ONCE BRIBED, HE 

IN POSITION INELUENCE GOL DECISION ON CONTRACTOR SELECTION. 

2. EMBOEFS FREQUENTLY CALLED UPON FIELD THIS QUESTION. OUR 
POLICY IS TELL THE U.S. CONTRACTOR THAT HE SHOULD NOT RPT 
NOT ATTEMPT BRIBE ANY GOL OEEICIAL. OUR ADVICE IS, IE 
ALTER PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS U.S. EIRM 
EEELS FIX MAY BE NECESSARY THAT THEY OBTAIN WELL-CONNECTED 
LOCAL ATTORNEY, PROVIDE HIM WITH SUFEICIENT "NO QUESTIONS 
ASKED" EUNDS OBTAIN CONTRACT. U.S. EIRMS SHOULD NEVER HAVE 
ANY FORMAL KNOWLEDGE WHO OR HOW MUCH. 

3. EMB REALIZES PAYMENT OE UNACCOUNTABLE SUMS TO ATTORNEY 
OPENS DOOR POSSIBILITY HE MAY CLAIM OFEICIALS FIXED AND 
POCKET MONEY. HOWEVER, BIDDER MUST EVALUATE RISK IN VIEW 
POTENTIAL GAINS. 

4. RE MATTER AT HAND - EMB NOT AWARE WHAT IE ANY INFLUENCE 
BRIGHT MAY BE ABLE EXERT IN DECISIONS ON COMMUNICATIONS 
PROJECT. HE IS CABINET-LEVEL OEFICIAL AND HIS ADVOCACY 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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WOULD NOT HURT NORTH ELECTRIC'S CASE. HOWEVER, EQUALLY 
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VENAL OFFICIALS IN POSITIONS MORE DIRECTLY RELATED PUBLIC 
UTILITIES AND COMMUNICATIONS WOULD SEEM HAVE GREATER INFLUENCE 
IN FINAL DECISION. 

5. COMMENT: EMB SURPRISED TO RECEIVE TELEGRAM. EMBOFFS 
AWARE THIS SORT OF THING GOES ON IN LIBERIA BUT ARE 
UNWILLING COUNSEL U.S. FIRM WHETHER OR NOT INDULGE IN IT. 
CONSEQUENCES SHOULD BE OBVIOUS DEPT. - A FLAT RECOMMENDATION 
AGAINST COULD COST U.S. BIDDER A PROBABLE CONTRACT AND CAUSE 
EMBOFFS LOOK NAIVE RE I IBERIAN MILIEU. RECOMMENDATION FOR COULD 
BACKFIRE IF BIDDER UNSUCCESSFUL EVEN AFTER PLACING 
MONEY AT EMBASSY'S SUGGESTION. 

MANFULL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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